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LITIGIOUSNESS, Ve. 


Tres e Cleve 
gy of the Church of England have, for 
ſome late Reigns, been very much abu- 
ſed in ſeveral Inſtances. Their Perſons 
have been inſulted, their Orders depretiated, 
and their Rights with- held, not only with 
Impunity, but Encouragement. Pamphlets 
againſt the Prieſthood, and every Thing that 
is Sacred; have been induſtriouſly written and 
diſpers'd, and all Religious Offices burleſqu 


d 
and ridicul d. And as theſeLibels are adapted 


to poiſon the Vulgar, as well as to corrupt the | 
of the Flock 


better Sort of People, even the Dogs 
have learnt to bark at their Paſtor, and, if he 


aſks for his Dues, they pay i foul Lan- 
ge. 

A why a but becauſe they find, that 

in every Cauſe he tries, be it never ſo juſt, he 


is ſure to be a Suiferer ? — be wanting 
B after 


* 
* 


(2) ' 


after this, to make him deſpis d and trampled 


on by every Knave-and-Clown in his Pariſh? 
As no Miniſter ought to be ſuppos'd to de- 
light in War, or to contend for any Thing but 
what he has Reaſon to think he has a Right to, 
ſo he ought both at, and after the Trial, to be 
treated with Humanity. But this is not to be 
expected. No; they are reſolv'd at once to 
cure him of his Litigicuſneſt, tho' they very 
well know, that they forced him, againſt his 
Inclination, to take up the Cudgels in his own 
Defence, How do they triumph and rejoice, 
if they can but caſt the Parſon, tho' the Sen- 
tence againſt him be never ſo unrighteous ? 
Now it is confeſs'd, that Litigiouſneſs, as it 
ſignifies. a contentious Spirit ; one, that loves to 
quarrel and take Advantage of the Law, on 
Purpoſe to vex and oppreſs his Adverſary; 
one, who will neither bear nor forbear, but 
is averſe to all Terms of Accommodation :— 
Such a Temper is very unſuitable to a Miniſter 
of Peace. But how often is this Charge 
thrown at Random, and with the greateſt In- 
Juſtice? I venture to affirm, that there is ſcarce 
any Clergyman in England, who goes to Law 
for Tythes, but does it with Reluctance. We 
very well know, that the Servant of the Lord 
muſt nat ffrive, ſo as to love Contention ; but 
yet we know too, that the Servant of the Lord 
muſt. ſtrive to live, and maintain his Family; 
that he is obliged to perform every Article of 
his Miniſtry, and to' pay all Taxes, which 
the Laws impoſe upon him FE 


* 


(3) 


$0. that. the in general are gbliged, 
by the, Law of Sel -preſervation, to vindicate 
What they deem to — . Ri bt; yet, when 
they are forced to take eaſures to e- 
cover what. they have ſo 2 Claim to, they 
are ſure to be ſtigmatiz a8 __ and, Kri- 
ions. Thus a late Judge, of 
ry, when, a Caſe. af Tyt 1 a learned 
Vicar and an over-beari Saure) was brought 
before him at Herefor 2 immediately paſs d 
this Sentence upon the Plaintiff, without know- 
ing any thing; of his Perſon, or Character: : 
A litigious Parſon, I warrant ye. Now, 
when the Man was thus prejudged, tis cafy 
to gueſs. what would become of his Cauſe, 
The Jury needed nothing more to prepoſſe(s 
them: The Vicar was already condemned; 
and why ſhould they trouble themſelves to 
diſpute *. Sort of Verdict to bring in? 
Here I would aſk. (ſuppoling the Parſon to 
have Right on his Side) Why may not an 
Highwayman, with as much Reaſon, call the 
Man he is robbing Iitigious, if he finds him 
ſtruggle to fave his Purſe ? Why is not a Me- 
chanic, or a Servant, called /itzgious, becauſe 
he gets a Warrant to recover what he earns by 
his Labour ? I know the World is very-fond of 
calling the Clergy, Servants, If it muſt be 
ſo, they ought 72 to be paid their Wages, 
— — being called by —— Names, if they 
try for them. At the ſame. Time, if the Cler- 
gy's Pay be called Wages, let it be remem- 


ber'd that the Soldiers Pay is called ſo too, the 
B 2 Words 
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Words being the fame in the Original: And 


'T remember the Time, when ſome of thoſe 
Hectors in Scarlet were ready to ſlay a certain 
Preacher for quoting that Advice of Jobn Bap- 

it, Do Violence to no Man, bur be content with © 
your Wages. Lu. iii. 14. A. 
There is, at the ſame time, this further Re- 
ſemblance betwixt the Black- coats and the 
Red- coats, that the Word Hy ſignifies an 
Eccleſiaſtical Ruler, as well as a General of an 
Army: Conſequently the Parallel runs through 
the ſubordinate Officers of the Church and 
State Militant, But I never heard that any of 
theſe Gentlemen of the Sword were reckon'd 
mutinous, for contending for their proper and 
rightful Salary. If our Quakers will be fo ſtiff 
as to inſiſt that the Word '"Obwwer, which we 
tranſlate Wages, implies no more than what 
will juſt find People in Meat, Drink, and 
Cloaths ; or, as the Scripture expreſſes it, with 
Food and Raiment; I believe our Sons of Mars 


will ſcarce thank them for their Generoſity. 


Let our Military Commanders be tied down 
to the ſhort Commons, and mean Habit, of 
ſome of our poor Beneficed Clergy, and ſee 
with what Courage they will lead up our Ar- 
mies to the Battle. No, they muſt be better 
fed, and better rigg d, than tatter d Crape; 
otherwiſe they will >) but little Appetite to 
hazard their Lives in the Service of their 
Country. And what reaſonable Man can 
grudge them a Proviſion, in every * ſuit- 
able to their Rank and Merit? Let them = 


„(J) 


all the mai and Encouragement due to 
their Office and Profeſſion: But, at the ſame 
time, whilſt ſo great a Regard is ſhew'd-/to 
thoſe wo handle the Sword of Steel, it is but 
Juſtice that an equal Regard! be had: for thoſe 
who handle the Szeord of the Spirit, which is 
the Mord of God; for, with Submiſſion to our 
Governors, I believe it will be as neceſſary to 
_ up a Standing — as gr Ws 
Anm. 

A late noble Lord (and a Soldier Wo). 1 

been pleaſed, in a celebrated Speech. of his, to 
ſay that all the Clergy of the Church of Exg- 
land are the Servants f tbe Public. We will 
agree with his Lordſhip, that they are ſuch in 
a qualify'd Senſe; but we hope the noble Peer 
did at the ſame time grant, that they are like- 
wiſe the Servants of the moſt high Ged. For 
the Devil himſelf was forced to grant this, by 
the Mouth of the Pythonifs, 4 xvi. 
And no Chriſtian Prieſt will deny that as 
Clergy are the People's Servants fer Chrift's 
Sake, 2 Cor, iv. 5. All then that can be ga» 
ther d from this is, that the Miniſters of Chrift 
are, in different Reſpects, the Servanth both of 
God and Man. 

His Lordſhip proceeds to tell us, that the Pubs 
lic pays them their Wages. Whether he hereby 
defign'd- to humble all Orders and Degrees of 
Eccleſiaſtics or not, we will not differ with him 
about the Word, provided he would have taken 
care, that all and every of them ſhall have their 


Wages as duly and truly paid them, and with 
| as 


(6) 


as little Trouble, Fraud, and Diminution, as 
other Officers of the Public have: And there is 


the greater Reaſon for this, becauſe the Church 


is forced to help to ſupport the Camp, whilſt the 
Camp can plead Tythe- free againſt the Church. 
The noble Duke, before-mentioned, ſeem' d 


fond of diſplaying the Number of his Servants, 


under the Denominations of Steward, chief 
Cook, Groom, Butler, Footmen, Cc. aniwer- 
able to which, we may ſuppoſe he reckons the 
ſeveral Degrees and — of the Clergy, 
from the Archbiſhop to the Curate. And here 
he puts on an Appearance of Concern and In- 
dignation, that ſome of theſe Servants ſhould 
be almoſt ſtarved and naked, whilſt others 
were richly dreſs'd, and far'd ſumptuouſly. 
We will allow his Grace's Concern to be very 
generous, if he did not herein aim at aScotch 
Preſbyterian Parity. Thoſe of the Clergy, 
whom he ranks with his Footmen, would be 
glad to be better accommodated ; and it is a 
'Shame to the Nation, that there are Thouſands 
of Footmen in it, who are in a better Condition 
than an equal Number of Clergymen that may 
be found. 1 | 

His Lordſhip, and the Infidels of the Age, 
might think that there is Wit in his Compari- 
fon ; but, alas! it does not hold good betwixt 
the Spiritual and Temporal Stewards,” or any 
other Servants : For where is that Steward of 
a Nobleman, or any other Gentleman, that 
pays Taxes for his Wages? Whereas the 
Stewards of -the Myſteries of God are rated ; 

| mol 


(7) 

' moſt Sorts of Payments, and that often beyond 
their Proportion,—Again, what comparative 
Difficulty or Vexation have any of the Lay- 
Servants in recovering their Stipend ? They 
have a ready and cheap Remedy, if they are 
deprived of their covenanted Wages; whilſt a 
poor Vicar, tho' he /abours in the Word and 
Doctrine, and faithfully performs all the Du- 
ties of his Function, ſhall have more Trouble 
in recovering his Dues than a Day-labourer : 
So that he is, in this Reſpect, in a worſe State 
than his own Servant, if he is able to keep 

one. 

To return: As no Clergyman can be fo vile 
as to make any Demand, without ſome good 
Appearance of Right, ſo none but thoſe, who 
oppole ſo juſt a Claim, ought to have the In- 
famy of being /ztigious, But it is proverbially 
known, that the moſt Guilty are generally the, 
moſt forward to bring railing Accuſations. 

The Truth is, the ignorant and irreligious 
Part of Mankind (which is much the greateſt) 
have no tolerable Senſe of our miniſterial La- 
bours, nor of the Expence of our Educa- 
tion, What is the Care of Souls to them, who 
think of nothing but their Bodies, and their 
preſent Advantage? Preach to them a World 
to come! Why, they find 'tis ſtill to come. 
« And why ſhould they pay for Doctrines 
_ * which bring them no preſent Profit? Nor are 
* they ſure whether there are any fuch Places 
<< as Heaven and Hell: Theſe may poſſibly. be 
< only the Inventions of Prieſtcratt,”” quoth a 
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pertRuſtic, who would be thought to be wiſer 
than others of his Rank. Thus we fee we 
have Infidelity among the Vulgar, as well as 
the higher Sort. . | 
Hence is that pious Proverb, *©-*Tis no Sin 
© to cheat the Parſon.” And, If ſuch a 
Thing be the Parſon's Right, let him get it 
* it he can.“ Ger it / —— — muſt not 
to Law upon Pain of being litigious: Or, 
72 he does ©: a one Ie, ks Caſe is gene- 
rally that of a Sheep running to the Briars for 
Shelter, where he is ſure to leave ſome of his 
Fleece behind him. 
Talk to theſe Men about Conſcience, they 
readily anſwer, that Conſcience has been 
* long laid aſide; and that they don't think 
* that God and Conſcience have any thing to 
* do with Tythes.” Frankly ſaid! And tis 
caſy to gueſs how Men of ſuch Principles will 
uſe the Clergy, when they have them at their 
Mercy, E 940 
Now it is well known, that the Vicarial 
Dues conſiſt chiefly of privy Tythes and Offer- 
ings. The former of theſe the Law very apt- 
ly calls Minute Tythes ; and theſe, by Moduſes 
and Cuſtoms, are made ſtill more diminute. 
Let us take a Vicarage of ſixty Pounds a Year 


in a large and populous Pariſh, with two 


Churches: When the Clerk preſented has 
gone through the Charges of a Four-Pound 
Stamp, Inſtitution, Firſt-Fruits, and other ex- 
penſive Fees, he expects that his Vicarage will 
in Time reimburſe him, and that his Dues wil 

c 


12 

be as willingly paid as he is willing to deſerve 
af | 7 b is vain Hope! For let Hic 
do his Duty with the utmeſt Diligence and 
Aſſiduity, and not leave the leaſt Room for 
Complaint as to any Part of his Office, yet he 
muſt unavoidably be either hated ar flarved. * 

If he does not look ſomewhat cloſely into 
his Rights, he muſt loſe them; and it he he 
ſtrict in inſiſting upon ſinall Matters (tho' the 
People know that they are chiefly ſmall Mate 
rers of which his whole Living contiſts) they 
can't forbear diſcovering a ſenſible Reſentment: 
The beſt Way propoſed for preventing great 

uarrels (as they ſometimes prove about little 
Things) is a Compoſition or -Taking a certain 
Sum for each Pariſhioner's Share of Privy 
Tythes. This is what a ſtudions and pacifie 
Clergyman naturally chuſes. But where ſhall 
he find many ſuch Fair-dealers, as will care 
to give him above half Value ? See at the fame 
Time the great Inequality. Let the Impro? 
prietar's Tythe-Cart come into the Field, who - 
dares gainſay or appoint him leſs than the full? 
In this Caſe the Farmers are under a Terror, 
and muſt not defraud him of a Sheaf of Corn, 
or Cock of Hay, upon Peril of being ruined! 
If then they can't fave any Thing out- of the 
3 they are reſolved to pinch out of 
the Vicar, how ill ſoever he can ſpare it. 

As for the Offerings, the Collecting them 
from the poorer Houſekeepers is like Diſtui ba 
ing a Neſt of Walks: it draws the whole 
Swarm about the = rh Ears, and, if they 


K r | 
can ſting him no otherwiſe, will be ſure 
to do it with bitter Words. Theſe inconſide- 
rate Creatures do, tis plain, look upon what 


they call a Parſon, to be one, whoſe Buſineſs 


it is only to give, and not to receive; tho' they 
do, or may, know that he is obliged to pay 
in Pounds, what he has the Trouble and Vex- 
ation of gathering in Pence, There is not, at 
the ſame Time, any one of thoſe, whoſe 
Mouths are thus open, and Pockets ſhpt againſt 
their Miniſter, but will demand as much At- 
tendange as if they had paid ſomething worth 
mentioning. Are they fick, or their Children 
to be chriſtened ? He muſt come away at the 
firſt Summons, at whatever Diſtance, ar what- 
ever be the Ways or Weather; and when he 
has done this, if they die, he muſt bury them 
without a Farthing for his Pains, 

No Clergyman, indeed, who is. in Health, 
ought to grudge going ſo far to do any Chriſtian 
Office ; but ſtill theſe Mortals ought to conſi- 
der that the Miniſter, as well as themſelves, 
is nat in the State of the Maelites, when nei- 
ther their Chaths, nor their Shoes, waxed old 
ppon them. The Truth is, the Vicars are 
often burthened with ſuch heavy Payments of 
ſeveral Kinds, that they are neceſſitated to 
claim ſuch minute Things as they would other- 
wiſe deſpiſe, This Aſking for ſmall Dues 
makes them look mean and uncharitable ; and, 
could they tolerably ſubſiſt without them, 
there are thouſands of the Clergy, Who would 


be ſo far from demanding them of poorer Fa- 
| milies, 


(11,) 


milies, that they would ſooner give Six- pence 
than aſk a Groat. Since then it ſo natural for 
People to expect Charity from thoſe who 
preach it, whoſe Fault is it that theſe are not 
In a better Capacity to anſwer ſuch Expecta- 
tions? © | 
Now, whilſt the foul-tongued Wretches ate 
curſing us for our imagined Covetouſneſs, their 
Curſes are properly due to the Memories of 
thoſe Sacrilegious, Popiſh, Alienators of the 
great Tythes, who have reduced us to theſe 
xtremities, The Papiſts do, and may blame 
ſome of our Reformers for their Avarice ; but 
themſelves had firſt robbed the labouring 
Clergy who had the Care of Souls, to enrich 
lazy Monks, who had little elſe to do, but to 
deyour what the other had earned, At the 
ſame Time, to countenance their Rapine and 
Inſults upon the Parochial Clergy, they called 
theſe by the deptetiating Title of Seculars or 
Worldings, whilſt thoſe, that were cloyſtered, 
were fainted with the Titles of Regulars or 
Religious, | | | 
And thus whilſt theſe Recluſes lived upon 
the Fat of the Land, and baſk'd in Eaſe and 
Affluence, many of the Vicars were kick'd off 
with a little Manſion and Out-houſing, with» 
out any Glebe to keep an Horſe, or Timber 
or Straw to repair the Building. In this Plight, 
theſe officiating Prieſts were forced to make 
the beſt Terms they could with the People, 
who paid the full Value of the great Tythes to 
the Religious Houſe, and would be ſure to 
5 5 make 


= (12) | 
make the little ones abate for it. But thus. it 
is with thoſe poor Parochial Drudges, the 
Vicars. TheGleanings only are left for them, 
which are troubleſome, vexatiqus, and expent- 
five to be collected, and at laſt paid with Re- 
gret and Murmuripgs; or, if they are com- 
pounded for, the Money is generally ſqueez d 
out with Reluctance and oſten never paid at all. 
Nowy fuch Uſage muſt be ſatkciently Heart- 
breaking to thoſe who make a Conſcience of 
doing their Duty to the meaneſt as well as t 
greateſt, and are ready to take all Opportunities 
of doing Good unto all Men. But tis plain, 
that religious Offices doof all others make the 
leaſt Imprefſion upon Perſons, Who have no 
Senſe of Piety, and the Man of God, if ever 
paid, is ſure to be laſt paid. 
Well, when, after many fruitleſs Journies, 
he has at laſt pick'd up a few ſcanty Offals, 
the dreadful Tax-gatherers ſtand ready to carry 
off, by one Levy, the Reſult of half a ſcore 
Compoſitions ; and, if the Caſh can't be had, 
the Pewter, Kettles; and old Family Silver 
Cup, muſt all go to Pot for the Default; far 
Cejer will have his Tribute, whether the 
Vicar has his Tythes or no. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, that there is. but little Room for Jeſtin 
in ſo diſagreeable a Caſe; but Indignation will 
ſcarce. ſuffer one to be ſerious: For tho' the 
Vicar is. the Miniſter of God, as well as the 
King, where is the comparative Provilion for 
their reſpective Dues ? His Majeſty's Officers 
come armed with an irreſiſtible Authority, 1 
an 
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a Eniticalite Power of diſtraining up _ 
yment; whilſt the poor Cleric, if he is des 
uded, is obliged to Boch odious and experi. 

five Methods of Redreſs, as are neither agree- 

able to his Circumſtances nor Inclinations. 

Long does he ſuffer himſelf to be injured 
and impoſed upon; long does he ſpare and 
forbear giving Trouble to thoſe who, never 
ſhewed him common Civility; and all the Be- 
nefit that he gets by this Forbearance is, that 
the Sparing of one encourages others to play 
the like knaviſh Tricks with him. At laſt then 

Neceflity forces him for his own, and his Fa. 

mily's ſake, to have Recourſe to that Thing 

called Law; and where ſhall he go for Relief 
in this Way The readieſt Refuge, in fornidr 

Days, was e Biſhop's Conſiſtory: But all 

Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction has been attempted to 

be annihilated by a certain Eraſtian Author, 

who has inſulted a worthy Prelate. If that 
ſnarling Examiner's'Law be not better than his 

Divinity, he is but meanly qualified to be a 

Judge in either Capacity — Beſides, *tis known 

that there are but few Caſes triable in this 

Court, but what may be removed by a Pro- 

hibition : At the fame Time how eaſy is it to 

employ a Proctor there, who through Bribes, 

or* * ſhall betray you to "Jour: _— 
The oy ad moſt expeilitious Methol 

is thought to be that of a Warrant from uw 

Juſtices of the Peace; but this has its Difficub- 


ties and Perplexities. How often does 3 | 
le 


n 
theſe Magiſtrates live ſive or fix Miles off, and 
the other as far from him? The Badneſs of the 
Roads, the Uncertainty of their Meeting at the 
Time appointed, with, other Circumſtances, 
often retard or prevent the Determination. 
One would willingly hope to find all the Gen- 
tlemen, who are in the Commiſſion of the 
Peace, to be ſuch as Jethro recommended te 

Moſes's Choice, able Men, ſuch as fear God, 

Men of Truth. But it often happens, that, if 
one of the Juſtices be a Gentleman of Candor, 
Honour, and Integrity, the other is partial, in- 
tereſted; and an Enemy to Tythes of all Kinds. 
It does indeed ſometimes happen, that one of 


theſe wor ſbipful Gentlemen is a Reverend too. 


Here it might at leaſt be expected, that ſome 
Pains would be taken, that a Brother ſhould 
not be injured or oppreſſed; but whether theſe 


great Pluraliſts overlook their Inferiors, or 


have no Senſe of the Hardſhips, which them- 
ſelves never felt; or whether they are afraid 
of being ſuſpected of Partiality for thoſe of 
their own Order, we commonly find more 
Coldneſs and Unconcernedneſs from them, than 
from tome of the Laity. AY 22 
The Court of Exchequer has ſometimes 
been a Shelter for injured Clergymen; and very | 
fit it ſhould, ſince theſe are ſo far Debtors and 
Accomptants to the King, as to be a Sort of 
Collectors of the Taxes for him. For what 
elſe can they be deemed to. be, when they 


are forced to gather up in Scraps, what they 
muſt pay to 12 King in round Sums? Well 


may 


BY ou * * 


('ts) 
may the Orator (as he is called in the Bill) 
complain of being diſabled to pay bis Debts to 
his Majeſty, if thoſe Dues, with which be 
ſhould pay them, are with-held from himſelf. 
But it may be queſtioned whether there have 
not, for ſeveral Years paſt, been ſome Judges 
in that Court, who would ſooner be the Cler- 
gy's Executioners, than Encouragers.— acus, 
Minos, Radamanthus.— A Baron, 'whoſe An- 
ceſtors were Carter — a Bafiliſk, 'whoſe Eyes 
in a Manner, darted Death upon moſt of the 
Clergy that came before him, tho' ſome of 
them were of more Worth and better Birth 
than himſelf. © | Þ* 
It is the known Craft of the Clergy's Ene- 
mies to ſhift a Cauſe about, till they bring it- 
to Common- Law. Here, if the Parſon eſcape 
being plentifully abuſed by the oppoſite Council, 
he is left to the Mercy of a Lay- Jury, ho are 
n ſo much intereſted in every Caſe of 


ythes, that, notwithſtanding their Oaths, 


they can't in Conſcience give it for the Parſon. 


In this Inſtance our Saviour's Prediction ſeems | 


— verified, that the Preachers of tho 
oſpel ſhall be as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves. 
How many worthy Divines have been Heart- 
broken by the cruel Uſage they have received 
on ſuch Occaſions? The ingenious Author of 
Gergon-Eicon has painted ſome People in their 

roper Colours, and given us an Inſtance of a 
mercileſs Decree againſt a poor well- beloved 
Vicar, to the Deſtruction of himſelf, and Ruin 
of his Family; and all this in Faveur of 4 

85 | * Parcel 
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mined his Glebe, and robbed him of his Coal. 
Thoſe, that could bring in ſuch a Verdict, 


ice fay, © that the Hat then on his Head 

* was not his own, tho' he had honeſtly 
bought and paid for it.. . 
Is it poſſible that People, who deal thus by 
their Clergy, can call themſelves Churchmen ? 
Or, that thoſe, who will not do as they would 
be done by, ſhould call themſelves Chriſtians ? 
From what but this wicked Partiality could pro- 
ceed that ſcandalous Liſt of Moduſes, Pre. 
{criptions, and ſordid Allowances which ſo ma- 
ny of the inferior Clergy groan under? Now, 
what does the Word Modus properly fignify, but 
fach a Mediocrity or moderate Value of Things, 
as is, all Things confidered, reaſonable on both 
Sides? And this, if it were deſigned to be laſt- 
ing, ſhould be ſo circumſtanced, that neither 
Side ſhould by Length or Change of Times 
be much aggrieved; but who can ſay that this 
Rule is obſerved in the pitiful Allotments, 
which many Pariſh Prieſts in England are tied 
down to? What Equivalent is a Penny, as it 
now ſtands, for the Tythe of a Cow's Milk, 
and many other Dues for which it is made a 
cuſtomary Payment? 2 
It is, I know, pleaded in Defence of this, 
that a Penny ſome Centuries ago was equal 
to a Shilling of our preſent Money. Be it ſo; 
tis plain then, that it was worth as much to 
the Vicar ; the Caſe was the ſame as to the 
1 1 


„ * 
Fü Fein Fall of a Colt, and the * 


in 
ortion was the Halt-p a Piece, for 
W. l of Lambs, e 
oy Th; 55 of 4 1 hes. h 
cable S Was to e A tome 
ae rap ONT when Geld ver went gol 
and all Sorts of Eatables were 
* low. In the, Year 1289, for Inſtance, 
0 Was 95 a ght Pence. 
Quarter in ſome Tlaces; ers at © 
90 ling a and four Pence, | and, is others at 5 
Shilling; A and fat Beef, Mutton, and other 
Things in Proportion. In 134 18. a fat Ox 
was ſold at four Fchlings a Cow at one Shil- 
ling, a fat Sheep at four Pence, a Lamb at two 
Pence, a Hog at hye Pence, a Stone of Wool 
at nine Pence. 
So that one Penny for the Milk of a Cow” 
and the like for the Fall of a 2 might be 


ſufficient, when a. Penny-Halfp ny would 
buy a Huſbel of Wheat, and thing Was 


e ually cheap. But what; is this 15 "th preſent 
imes, unleſs the Price of Proviſions Was 
the ſame? Or, if the Clergy muſt ſtill take 
Penny in Liew of a Shilling, why ſhould it 2 
aſs from them for a Shilling i in Taxes and all 
5 of Payments? ? Certainly, it muſt, be 
the higheſt Impropriety and. Abuſe of Words, 
to call that a Modus, which is ſo far below A 
Medium or moderate Value; and yet this 
Thing, ſo falſely called a Modus, is the Engine 
by which the Clergy are tortured under 4 75 
tence of Law , and = Sort of Law ſhall by 


many 


Pigs, when Fe | 


chung hays more Weight kit upon it, dag 
any Part of the Law felivered WO Ain Sthar, 
or than any one Precept in the Goſpel, '- 
Now, it all Sorts of Tythes are due Furr 
$340. Aa HIS 324 e IL) M* 
une, as our. beſt Divines have proved, and 
hoſe” great Oracles of Law, Sir Thomas Coke 
and Sir Henry Spelman, have acknowled Bed, 
what Authority upon Earth has Power to alter 
them, or to preſcribe any fingy Modus inſtead 
of them ? if Cuſtom be of ſo great Force 
apainſt Right, tis a Wonder that no Rogue, 
great or little, had ever the Wit to plead this 
at the O/d-Baily, I preſume there art none of 
thoſe Gentlemen Highway- men or Houſe- 
breakers, but may produce Antiquity for the: 
Practice of Robbing; but yet I think they have 
not been ſo ſucceſstul as to vacate the  #fphrh 
Commandment. I can't but think all Defalca- 
tions from the Prieſt's Dues to be a Sort af 
Theft ; and ſince the Precept, Thou ſhalt nut 
Real, was deligned to be perpetual, ſuch 
Cuſtoms muſt be, 7/0 facto, void, any Rule in 
the Common Law to the. contrary notwith- 
ſtanding, W. 
pet thus it is; Cuſtom and Preſcription are 
brought to juſtify Knavery and Uſurpation ; 
Let but ane 10 Vicar ſucceed another in the 
fame Living, as they are both infirm and un- 
able tq run after their minute Portions of 
Tythes, and are both alike deſirous of pur- 
chafing the Good-will of their Pariſhioners, the 
Succeſſor acquieſces in the former Compoſiti- 
ons, tho? very ſhort of Value. Theſt Compoſi- 


tions 
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cu es i to come 1 will iy 
to. Ch Church; 1 


ſuſpect, that them w 
wk Re 989 of his f 
it againſt himſelf. » 
8 ſo he finds; for when, upon the In- 
creaſe of the Taxes, a and one, juſt 21 55 
he, has demanded the Ty thes in Kind 
one, who pays but little — one Thi 
of the Worth of them, he has b pre 0 
fiance and grinned at for his Folly. ; Tem- 
pus preterig 99 He is too o as The = ar 
mer Fe, Ie * an Bay cquittance 9 
,A 


round F eg Yar and, to 0 
this, there is a 1755 Alliance & Fee 


natic, and falſe Churchmen, No ho 
e | their, Safin 415 ge i 97 
ey can very cor unite 
Hagen, Piel, b 15 Vain 
Tocher ; the Papiſt loves no Tythes but wha 
are impropriate and belong to himſelf ; ane 
the fal Churchman would 11 gh! to. e 
mg Parſon's Noble to Nine-pi | 
u the mean Time what fays a 80 
riſter and e this Occafign 
1 is, ſays his Worſhip, fu «Thy ng as s 3 
Compojition Modus. —» Frightful 1 0 
Heteroclite ſure, as tis half Engii „half, Latin! 
An lr ud te too, as tis th 9 5 
and Feminine He. 1 Gender Ps 
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0 "Merion it be a whether it be Senſe or Non 
ſenſe, it ſeryes' or e againſt the Vicar; 
and the plain Eng, of it is, he muſt never 


hereafter look. for either Tythe” Pig, or Tythe 


Goole, from that Quarter ; but inſtead of the 
Pig he muſt be contented to take a Bri Al, and 
inſtead of the Gooſe a Feather. 

. Gracious. Lord ! . Can Time or a Nuchber 
of Years alter the Nature of Right and Wrong? 
Tf Tythes and Offerings are originally of divine 
Taltitution'; and if the Lord hath 2855 that 
theſe or an Equivalent ſhall be for the Liveli- 
hood of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 
14, ſhall any: one dare to plead a Non obſtante 
to, this, or to change the Statutes which God 
hath delivered ? If any Thing can "aggravate 
this Crime, tis the lowing Tythes to be due 
in themſelves, and yet ufing ſuch diſhoneſt 


Arts to leſſen them. Has not this ſomewhat 


of Ananias and Sapphira's Guilt ? But the 
Truth is, the Nation is arrived to that Heighth 
of Im y, that there is juſt Reaſon to believe, 
that 4170 Ne would ſoon be aboliſhed, were 
it not for the Sake of thoſe Lay Impropriators 
who ſuck ſo much Sweet out of m—_—* 
In. the mean Time, is there any, the leaft 
Compaſſion ſhewn to the thus injured Clergy, 
in Point of Payments? © It appears fully (fays 
te the Author of the Preſent State of Great- 
te Britain) by the Common and Statute Law 
« 'of this Land, that the Clergy are not to be 
ce burthened in the general Charges with the 


* * Laity of this Realm, neither ta be troubled 
© nor 


8 . 
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© norincumbered, unleſs they be ſpecĩalhj nam⸗ 
ed and expreſly- charged by ſome Statutes; 
* for general Words do not affect them.“ 
Yet, it may now be almoſt aſked; What Charges 
are they not Burtbened with? Beſides the An- 
nual Tenths; Procurations, and Synodals, which 
the Laity feel nothing of, are we not joined 
with them in other Rates and Subſidies, ſome 
of which forty Vears ago we were entirely free 
from? What Reaſon is there then, that, when 
one Caſe is altered, the other ſhould not be 
altered too ? Why, when a Viearage is grown 
worſe by additional Charges, and a Farm grown 
better by Orchards and ather Improvements, 
muſt the Compefition be ſtill the ſame? 7 
It is well known that many of our eſtabliſhed 
Cuſtoms, ſuch as that of a-Penny-white; &c. 
bear Date in the Popiſb Times, — there 2 
no Taxes paid by the Clergy; unleſs upon 

cial — : And indeed the: Rom 
Caſuiſts contend; that, according to our Savy- 
our's Words, Matt.xvii, 26, they are not oblig- 
ed to pay them at all: But we of the Reform- 
ed Church have not ſo learned Chriſt. We are 
contented to pay our proper Share of Tribute; 
but we can ſee n why a Vicar, that has 
not an Acre of Glebe, ſhould be aſſeſſed to the 
Land-Tax, at near one Fourth above his Pro- 
portion, to eaſe other Eſtates. Vet ſo it is; 
and if it be aſked, Where is that Land, which 
he muſt pay ſo extravagantly for? Tis gravely 
anſwered, His Houſe and Garden, his Pigeon- 


Houſe and Church-Yard: Very hard ſtrained 
n to 
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to make it out l and theſe two laſtare perhape 
the'only Places in England. that are charged 


with Tang... 
It is well week Chnfideraion, how far the 


Moduſes amount to the ſeveral Payments of all 
Kinds, which the inferior Clergy groan under, 
How many of theſe pretty little Sums are 
ſwallowed up in one Quarter's Subſidy ?—But 
the Vicar is —— told, that he is taxed 
« for his Tythes, which ariſe out of the Land; 
** and that Tythes are expreſly mentioned in 
te the Statute. True; but if the Vicar has 
no Power to gather theſe T ythes (which Pow 
er the Act fuppoſes him to — he ought of 
Courſe to ceaſe to pay for them. When the 

Act was firſt made, he "had a Liberty of taking 
them in Kind, and, no Doubt, they were rated 
fo, that he might make the moſt of them: ut 
now his Hands are tied, and he is obliged 2 


pay to the full for what he has not half the 


Value of. 
One would chink, that naturally, and ac- 


cording to the obvious Acceptatian, the Land- 
Tax ſhould be paid only by the Proprietors, 
There is therefore good Reaſon for charging the 
Glebe-Lands towards it; but for the Privy 
Tythes, fo ſcandalouſſy clipped and moduſſed as 
above, they are ſo inconſiderable a Weight 
upon the Land, that it muſt puzzle a wiſe 
Head fo to adjuſt the Matter, that the Vicar 
may not pay all, or more than he receives, for 


ſome Parts of them. Beſides, if the Privy 
Tythes, 


| (6230 
bet, - atiſing out of the Lind, be a Reaſl 
> — 5 to be taxed, do not 5 
. afiſe out of the Land too? Yet I believe 
there may Inſtances be given of ſome Mannors, 
whete the Chief Rents are oqualto the Vicerial, 


8 and yet pay no Taxes. 
32 we are fallts into thoſe, 


Tank wis Clergy of the Church of E. 
land are abuſed beyond Example, thoſe of the 
fownr Claſs more eſpecially; and yet they muſt 
not dare to defend themielves, without being 
called /itigious. Happy, thrice happy diſſenting, 
Miniſters! Theſe come into their Lirias with-, 
otit any other Expence than that of a Licence; 
the meaneſt of theſe, who have had any liberal 
Education, have at leaſt a clear Pounds @ 
Year, and ſome are known to have ſeveral 
Hundreds: But have they any Firſt-Fruits, 
Tenths, Taxes, or Pariſh Hats to pay out of 
this? No, as they receive their Collections 
without any Trouble or Vexation, fo they en- 
joy them without any Deduc7ron ; whale a 
fifty Pound Vicar is labouring under all the Im- 
poſitions that an ill- natured, n Ge» 
neration can lay upon him. 

It is, I know, readily. objected, that the Re · 
venues of the Meefing-Houfe are only volunta- 
ry Contributions, which cannot be aſcertained, 
ſo as to be rated, But are not theſe Contribu+ | 
tions in the Nature of Offerings? And do. not 
our Enemies find Ways to eſtimate and rate ous 
Vicarial Offerings, tho' theſe are ſeldom vo - 
luntary, and always troubleſome and _ 
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(124) 
five in Collecting? Sure then both ought to 
be taxed alike, or both to be excuſed. But 
thus it is; the Cloak has in ſeveral Reſpects ſo 
far the Advantage over the Gown, and the 
Conventicle over the Church, that any Stran- 
ger, that ſhould compare their reſpective, Pri- 
wvileges and Hardſhips, might be tempted: to 
think that the Toleratzon was defigned to be a- 
bove the E/tabliſhment.  ' 1, |, SIM 
Our Governors are reſolved not to forget to 
lay us under ſufficient Penalties upon every 
Occafion, Well known: is the Act againſt 
Simony, to prevent giving Money for any Ec- 
cleſiaſtial Promotion; and yet, if a Vicarage 


be but Sixpence above fifty Pounds a Year, the 


Incumbent muſt pay Firſt-Fruits and Tenths, 
not only for his own,. but the impropriate 
Tythes too, from which he has no Benefit. 
What is this, but a Kind of forced Simony, as 
it is a continual Paying Money for the Living; 
only with this Difference, that there was no 
original formal Compact in the Caſe, nor -is 
it paid to the Patron. There was indeed no 


ftudicſa Voluntas of purchaſing on the Vicar's 


Side, but it may coſt him more in this Way 
of involuntary Payment, than if he had bargain- 
ed and bought it for his Life. XR 

Now Firſt- Fruits are known to be of Popiſh 
Extraction; if they were, as we are told, firſt 
impoſed towards maintaining the Holy War 
againſt the Turks, as the Occaſion now ceaſes, 
ſo, one would think, the Payment ſhould of 


Courfe ceaſe too. Gracious indeed was the 
Deſign 


(25) 


Deſign of Queen Anne, of bleſſed Memory, in 
diſcharging all Livings, under fifty Pounds a 
Year, from all Firſt-Fruits and Tenths. But 
what if a Vicarage, which at that Time was 
full Value, ſhall afterwards (as it ſeveral Ways 
may) be leſſened by ſeveral Pounds a Year, 
ſhall it have the Benefit of that A& ? No, it 
does not appear that there is any Proviſional 
Clauſe to relieve it, but it muſt continue to 
pay as before upon Pain of Sequeſtration ; tho”, 
all the while, what ſuch a Vicarage contributes, 
towards the Augmentation of | /mall Livings, 
may in Time help to make thoſe Livings bet- 
ter than itſelf. 

By all the Rules of Reaſon and Equity, 
where the Profit is leſſened, the Burthen ought 
to be proportionably lightened. Now tis evi- 
dent, that, among other Ways, Vicarages daily 
decreaſe by the Incumbents being weary of 
contending for their Rights, and being forced 
to ſee themſelves robbed without Help or Re- 
medy ; yet the Condition of their Obligation 
is ſuch, that the Tale of Bricks muſt be the 
ſame, how much ſoever the Quantity of Straw 
is diminiſhed, How ſtrictly does the Govern- 
ment inſiſt upon our Publiſhing every occaſi- 
onal Proclamation, which they think fit to en- 
join? Well knowing the Penalty, if a Clergy- 
man happen once in a Year to forget Reading 
the Act againſt Curſing and Swearing. More 
ſevere is the Forfeiture, if he does not, at ate? 
Burial, give Notice of an Affidavit, But moſt 
mercileſs is the Penalty, if he refuſe to admit 
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any Libertine, that demands it, to the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, as a Qualification 


for an Office Civil or Mi itary. 


Thus it appears that the Clergy are, in ſe- 


veral Reſpects, in a worſe Condition than any 


of his Majeſty's Subjects. They are grudged 
the very Bread they eat, and yet they are 
whiſtled out like Dogs, to chriſten Children, 


or to viſit the Sick, at never ſo great a Diſtance, 
even when there is no Danger of the Death of 
either. Their Labours are of no Account with 
thoſe that have no Religion; and the Clergy 
are the only Men living that are expected to 
work for nothing. They are the moſt liable 


to be defrauded, and have the leaſt Proſpect 


of Redreſs, of all the People in England. The 


| Scripture Precept is, Honour the Prieſt, and 


give bim his Portion; but, inſtead of being 
honoured, he ſhall be inſulted by drunken 
Fellows without any Remedy ; and, if he aſk 


for his Portion, they ſhall be ready to give him 


a Stone or a Serpent. 
It is the known Decree of the great Artax- 


exes, that no Toll, or Tribute, or Cuſtom, ſhould 
be impoſed upon the Prieſis and Levites or 
Miniſters of God's Houſe, Ezra vil. 24. Tis 

robably in Reference to this, that St. Bail, in 
bis Epiſtle to Modeſtus, ſays, T's; rd Oed ipope- 
vg v 9 d 0 Tera; Y. a 
rede One, © The antient Way of taxing 
cc excuſed ſuch as were conſecrated to God, 
© Preſbyters and Deacons, from paying Tri- 


© bute. Agrecably to both theſe, ſays our old 
Magna 


4 
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Magna Charta, Conceſſimis Deo, quod Ecclefia 
Anglicana' fit hbera. We have granted, or 
«yielded to God, that the Churth of England 
«ſhall be free.” Strange Difference ! to find 
the Church, from ſuch a State of Freedom, 
brought to a State of Egyptian Bondage ! For 
are not many of the Clergy forced'to bear the 
Burthen of Taxes, without being able to reco- 
55 thoſe Dues with which they ſhould pay 
e em? 2E n 

And will not God puniſh for theſe Indigni- 
ties ſhewed to his Miniſters ? There needs no 
ſtronger Proof of his Diſpleaſure for defrauding 
his Priefts than that of Mal. iii. 9. Ye have 
"robbed me in Tythes and Offerings; ye are curſ- 
ed with a Curſe, even this whole Nation.” The 
Charge ſeems to be levelled chiefly againſt the 
Jewiſh Governors for permitting this Sacrilege ; 
and, as it was a National Crime, it brought 
down a National Vengeance. Tho', at the 
ſame Time, it is not probable, that they wholly 
with-held their Tythes and Offerings, for they 
could not well be guilty of ſo flagrant and opei 
a Violation of God's Law. But they 
doubtleſs learned, by their Clippings and Mo- 
duſes, to make them become, in the modern 
Stile, ſo minute, as to be little better than none 
at all. 

Now ſince God is the God of the Chriſtian 
Prieſts, as well as of the Jeiſh, What can be 
expected but that he ſhould avenge both alike ? 
Very juſt is St. Auguſtine's well known Remark 
to this Purpoſe, Noluerunt partiri cum Deo deci- 

a nee mas, 


1 n 
mas, modo autem totum tollitur. They would 
not ſhare with God, in rendering him the 
© Tenth; and now the Whole is taken 
* from them.” This was ſpoken of the-Gefhs 
and Vandals over-running and devouring. the 
Africans, for their with-holding the Tythes,— 


God be praiſed ! we have eſcaped the Scourge 


of the late intended 'wa/ion, ſo far as to fave 
our Property from being pillaged by Foreigners; 
but we ſtill have an experimental Proof of the 
Truth of the next Words of that Author, Qy:ig 
deceſſit Dewvotio Dei,  acceſſit Indictio Fiſci. 
** Becauſe our Devotion to God (meaning in 
** the Caſe of Tythes) is ceaſed, the Impoſi- 
tion of Taxes is increaſed.” The immenſe 


Debt and heavy Payments, that lie upon the 


Nation, ſhew, that a great Deal of that, which 


is pillaged from the Clergy, is ſwallowed by 


the Treaſury. 
If then the Nation would ever fully recover 


the Favour of God, and ſhew themſelves truly 
thankful for their late happy Deliverance, they 


can do this no other Way better, than by ren- 


. dering to God the Things that are God's, and 


28 better for the Support of his Public 
Worſhip. Such Demonſtrations, as our Clergy 
have given of their ſteady Affection to his Pre- 


ſent Majeſty and our eſtabliſhed Conſtitùtion, 
ought ſure to recommend them to the Eſteem 
and Favaur of our Legiſlators: And ſince Po- 
- pery is ſo juſtly our Abhorence, and all Orders 
and Degrees of Churchmen have, by their 
Prayers, Sermons, and Writings, ſo unanimouſly 


aſſiſted to keep it out; it may reaſonably be 
| hopeg 


« 


(29) 

hoped that the Government will do ſome gra- 

Pick Act for the wn! in Requitel of heir 
eli 45 
. Ris v Ait Rule with every ro al nl 

enetous Breaſt : Thus, when Mordetui had 
een inſtrumental in delivering Abaſuerus from 
the treaſonable Conſpiracy of the two Eunuchs; 
the King's ready Queſtion was, What Honour 
and Dignity hath been done to Mordecai for 
this ? Efth, vi. 3.—If his Majeſty and the Par- 
liament have' the like generous Sentiments, 
What can they do more ſeaſonable and ac- 
ceptable, than the aboliſhing that ſcandalous 
Lil of Moduſes » Cuftoms, Preſcriptions, Ex- 
emptions, and ſe Verdi Pittances, which Po | 
Has entailed upon us, and 'tis a Shame to 
Proteſtant Kingdom to retain ?—We find thak 
the Fees for Probate of Wills and Adminiſtra- 
tion, ſettled in Henry VIII's Time, are now 
reckoned 700 ſmall by the great Alteration in 
the Value of Money; and the Officers of thoſe 
Courts have been allowed to break through 
the ated Rates, without Cenſure or Interrup- 
tion ; and the like Advances have been made 
1n many other Inſtances, where they have been 
thought reaſonable : Why ſhould the Clergy's 
Caſe be the only one that is irremediable? 
There were, we are told, eight Men of 
Quality and Learning appointed, at the Begin- 
ning of the Reformation, to collect ſuch Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Canons, as ſhould be fit to remain in 
Force; and theſe freely declared their Judg- 
ment, that all unrea — Cuſtoms ought to be 


abrogated, Why this was not effected, at that 
Time, 


8 

Time, eannqt no be accounted for. What- 
ever hindered it, tis certain, that, next to the 
Fundamentals of Religion, no one Article o 
the Church ſtood more in need of being re- 
formed; for. when the Way of Worſhip was 
mended, Why ſhould not the Condition of 
thoſe that officiated . be mended too? © Ex- 
4 ceeding ſtrange it is (Gays Mr. Salmon, in his 
Life of Henry vi) ut, when, Preaching 
came ſo much in Vogue, they ſhould not 
leave even a Subſiſtence for Preachets in 
« moſt of the Pariſhes in England.” Stranger 
Kill is it that thoſe Minute Tythes ſhould. be- 
come more Diminute, and even ceaſe to be 
Tythes, if they are not gathered in Kind, for 
a certain Number of Years: Is there any thing 
like this in any other Caſe, and is not this Treat- 
ment owing to the peculiar Malice, which 
ſome Men of Heatheniſi Tempers bear againſt 
the Clergy 2 - Fr 0 8 
What other Landlord, if he has ſet an Eſtate 
beneath its Value for forty Years, has not 
Power, after that, to take it into his own 
Hands, and make the moſt of it? Is there any 
Reaſon then, that any Vicar's Infirmity or Ne- 

gligence ſhould hinder himſelf or his Succeſſor 
from taking his Tythes in Kind, after they 
have been forty Vears in Compoſition, if he 
ſee Cauſe forit?But, in Bar of this, tis plead- 
ed, that in ſo long a Time the Privy 1. es 
may be improved; and, What? ſay they, muſt 
we pay for Improvements? I anſwer, Why 
not? Tis the expreſs Advice of Solomon, Hon- 


* 


(31) 
ear the Lord with thy Subſtance, and with dl 
Firſt- Fruits f all thy Increaſe, © Prov. fil. 9. 
Now the Word Increaſe has ſo much the 
Aſpect of Improvement, that it is no eaſy Mat- 
ter to diſtinguiſh them. But a thorough Madaus 
Man can as reality make vord the Law of God 
by Preſcription, as ever the Seribes and Pa- 
raſees could by Tradition: Tis well, if they 

have not both the ſame Moe 

In rhe mean Time our Pepiſh Adverſaries 
are ſure to take all Advantages from the De- 
preſſion of the Vicars. And as it is natural for 
the Wolf to prey moſt, where the Shepherd is 
leaſt able to defend the Flock, ſo the Romiſb 
Agents are moſt bufy, where the Pariſh Mi- 
niſter has leaſt Power. There is no one that 
has been converſant with the Rom ſb Prieſts, 
but muſt have ſeen what an Air of Satisfaction 
fits upon their Looks, when they hear of the 
Pariſh Prieſt's being abuſed by thoſe- of his 
own Communion. They find y obves re- 
ſpected and venere by their own 1 
of all Ranks; and when they fee fo different a 
Treatment of the Proteſtant Prieſthood, by the 
Members of our own Chureh, their ſcornful- 
Grin ſhews that they ſay in their Hearts: There, 


there / ſo would we Chae 11. Tis vifible, chat 


where the Romaniſis have any confiderable 
Power or Influence in a Pariſh, their chief Aim 
is to follow the Vicar with Cuſtoms and Mo- 
duſes, and to burthen him with Taxes and Pay- 
ments, in Order to eafe their own Eſtates. 


By this Means they make themſelves _ 


(32) 
able to proſelyte People to their Religion, and 
the Vicar leſs able to withſtand them. Ne 

Well, therefore, will it become the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Nation to think of proper Expe- 
dients to obviate all theſe Evils. If every 
Thing, that looks like L:tzgiouſneſs in the 
Clergy, be ſo very offenſive, let our Governors 


provide them an eafier and leſs odrous Method 


for recovering their Right. There is no Mi- 


niſter of a Pariſh, that delights in Wrangling 


for minute Things, any more than others de- 
light to have him do ſo; but let him not be 
forced, for Peace Sake,. to give up one Half, 
and yet pay Taxes for the Whole. If the Ser- 
vices of the Clergy, at the late trying Criſis, be 
duly acknowledged as they ought, they ought 
likewiſe to be duly conſidered, otherwiſe the 

may have Occaſion to repentof ſo forward a Zeal, 
when they find it ſo little regarded. Very little 
Spirit or Courage can Perſons, who are thus de- 
ſpiſed and impoveriſhed, have to exert them 
ſelves againſt the Enemies M4 their Religion or 


their Country ; ſo that thoſe, who are for de- 


preſſing the Church, can be no true Friends 
to the Reformation, or the Proteſtant Intereſt. 
For tis evident to a Demonſtration, that the 
Diſcouragement of the Clergy is an Encourage- 
ment of Popery. | 
Tis ſtrange that thoſe, who pretend ſuch an 
Averſion to that Religion, do not perceive this, 
and yet it is very viſible : Who does not ſee, 
that where there is a well-endowed Living, 


and the Incumbent has the Power and Intereſt 


he 
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Policy, if not out of a Principle of Religions 
better enable the Clergy. in General to defend 
our Church againſt all ſuch Invaders. 
I Pro 175 of old were diſting iſhed 17 
the Title * chmen ; but what Courage has. 
an Oppreſſed atchman to give. the Alarm, 
wh n be has none to countenance or abet him? 
uch a Caſe he muſt be one of thoſe dunk 
By that dare not bark ; and, tho he be never 
ſo vigilant, yet he can do no more Service,” 
than if he were /leepin lying down, and loving. 
ro. lumber,—Andthe * is, in ſome Meaſure, 
the Caſe with Reſpect to the Diſſenters; 3 but, as 
theſe are profeſſed Proteſtants, they are looked: 
uf n in Lon: Light: Yet it — be denied 
at ſome of them have joined with Foreign Pa- 
piſts 1 in the late Rebellion; and, though the Gene- 
rality of them are eſteemed well-affected to his 
prelent Majeſty, this is not altogether ſo agree- / 
able to their known Maxims in Policy or Re- 
ligion, Their Eccleſiaſtical Scheme is certain- 
ly calculated only for a Republican Govern- 
ment. No Biſhop no King, 18 a Proyerb, that 
has been experimentally verified; and a Parity 
id Church 1s beſt ted to a Parity i in State, 


2 It 


out any Ca 


( 34) | 
It is not to be denied, that there are ſeveral 
learned Writers among the Diſſenters, who. 
have diſtinguiſbed x wars in Defence of the 
ſent Government, as well as of Revelation; 
[ham of theſe ſeem to diſcover no Diſinclination 
to conform to the Church eſtabliſhed, But 
what Encouragement, when they find ſo many 
People, wha pretend to be Churchmen, ſetting 
themſelves againſt their Minjſters, and, with- 
= hating them full ſore, even as 
though they were their Enemies? I have known 
an honeſt well-meaning Preſbyterian Preacher 
quit his Meeting- Houſe for a ſmall Vicarage, 
The Pariſhioners could find no Fault with fis 
Life, his Doctrine, or Paſtoral Care; yet they ſo 
harraſſed and diſtreſſed him in collecting his 
Dues, as to ſhorten his Days, and to cauſe him 
to order that he ſhould not be buried among 
them. 

Thus it is to lie at the Mercy of irreligious 
Churls; they look upon a Vicar, that has no 
Glebe, to be but a Sort of Eleemoſynary, or one 
that lives upon Charity; (ſo that they think 
themſelves at Liberty to pay him what, or 
when they think fit.) But, when the ſame 
Vicar is expected to give, the Alm- Man is 
preſently made a Gentleman, and is required 
to live and entertain as if he had a Gentleman's 
Eſtate. | | 

To ſhew the uniform Wickedneſs of ſuch 
People: If they are to compound with the Vi- 
car for their Privy Tythes, they will give him 


jeſs than half Value for them; but, if he 
_ 7 | is 


l (3s) 
is to buy any Neceſſary of them, they will 
make him pay double the Value, if they can; 


and for this they will give this barbarous Rea- 


ſon, © He gets his Money cafily.” Brutes ! 
that have no Notion of the Labour of the Head 
or of the Lungs ; that do not conſider the Sla- 
very of two Churches, and triple Service on a 

Sunday, beſides the frequent occaſional Jour- 
nies on the Week Days. What is moſt 
voking, in all this, is to hear them applaud his 
Preaching and Diligence in his Duty, and at 
the ſame Time contrive by all poſſible Artifices 
to rob him of his Rights, 

It was not indeed ever intended that the 
Clergy ſhould grow rich out of the Revenues 
of the Church; but yet, methinks, tis not 
very fit (as it ſometimes happens) that the Yul- 
can of a Pariſh ſhould be richer than the Vicar, 
and that the Anvil ſhould be more profitable 
than the Pulpit, eſpecially when the one works 
as hard with his Brains, as the other does with 
his Hands; and the Spiritual Labours will, I 
believe, be allowed by all, but Infidels, to be 
as beneficial to the Nation, as the Temporal of 
any Kind. | 

And why ſhould not the Clerical Labours 
be. thought as beneficial as thoſe of a com- 
mon Officer of the Exciſe, whoſe Salary 
is known to be a full fifty Pounds a Year ? This 
indeed is liable to pay to the Land-Tax, but 
*tis certain, that in ſome Places he is not 
charged with it, which makes the Vicar's 


E 2 Payment 


1 
Payment to be re than it ou ght to be: 


Theſe Officers are known to be he Servants 


the Public, and fo, 'by the fore-mentioned 


oble Duke” $ Account, are the Body of tht 
Clergy. Now, if they, theſe 1 Beatles 
are never ſo long fi ſick or diſordered, the Pub- 
bh provides them an Aſſiſtant, and, if they are 

ſupcrannuated, it provides them a ſettled Pen- 
| fion for their Lives: But where is the Provi- 
fion for the antiquated Vicar, who is worn 
out with a Service not leſs flaviſh, and whoſe 
Money is not half ſo well paid, as the other's ? 
This 4 Servant muſt, it ſeems, find an 
Affiſtant at his own Expence ; and ben this 
Afiſtant, and the Taxes and other Demands 
are paid, What is the Remainder for a tolerable 
Maintenance? Sure this Inequality is ſcarce 
conſiſtent with the ſuperior Honour that is due 
to God ond his Service. 

T ſhall conclude this Eſſay, with the Words 
of the i ingenious and excellent Mr. White, in 
his firſt Letter to a Diſſenting Gentle 
p. 78. © If a Clergyman ever demands fi mal 
% Dues, Avarice is preſently objected to him. 
1 will be faid, it is beneath him to mind ſuch 
« Things; though, it may be, through the 
Re Sacrilege of former Times, he has ſcarcely 
« any Thing elſe left him. If he finds him- 
© ſelf obliged at any Time to take the Remedy 
of the Law, tho” it were in the eaſieſt and 


<« cheapeſt Method the Law preſcribes, againſt 


* ſuch as with-hold theſe Dues or greater Ones, 


e the Charge of Contentiouſneſs is ſure to be 
"= added 


* 


* 


"029.3 
* added to the former. And if he is not con- 
te tent with thoſe poor Pittances, which the 
* Conſciences of ſome of his «Pariſhioners 
« would ſerve them to pay him, or which 
ce they fancy is all that is due to him (ac- 
ce cording to thoſe crude Notions of Law and 
“Right, which they frame out of their own 
Heads) he ſhall hardly eſcape the Imputa- 
tc tion of being injurious and oppreſſive. This 
* is the hard Fate of moſt of our Clergy, eſpe- 


“ cially the Vicars; while your Miniſters not 


* not only live at Eaſe, and free from Vexa- 
tion, upon voluntary Contributions, but free 
te alſo from thoſe unmerited Reflections and 
“ Reproaches, which will often fall upon thoſe 
« of the Eftabliſhment. And I have ſome- 
ce times been ready to think, that if the Wiſ- 
e dom of the Legiſlature could find out a Way 
* to ſettle, on a ſolid Foundation, upon the 
* poor Vicar, ſome equivalent and independent 
Revenue, in Lieu of theſe ſmall Matters, it 
* would not only ſecure his Peace, but help 
him to ſupport and keep up his Credit 
e and Eſteem better than now he can do a- 
e mong his Neighbours, and be (conſequently) 
ca real Advancement to Religion.“ 
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